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The maintenance of the Union is manifestly impossible 

 

 Whereas the aggressions, injuries and insults of the Northern States and people, to and 

upon the Southern States and people have at last reached a point which renders the maintenance 

of the Union manifestly impossible without a change in the feelings of the Northern people, as 

well as in the action of their legislative bodies; and whereas, also, several of our sister Southern 

States have called Conventions of their people, and are proceeding to take such steps as they may 

deem necessary for the preservation of their interests, rights, honor and safety, and it is fitting 

that the voice of Virginia should be heard amid the din of these difficulties—therefore, 

 Resolved, That our Delegate and Senator in the General Assembly, soon to meet in extra 

session, be, and they are hereby instructed to vote for the call of a Convention of the people of 

this Commonwealth, for the purpose of taking such action as may be consistent with the duty, 

honor, safety and interests of Virginia, in the present emergency. 

 Resolved, That the people of Virginia and all the southern States have a right to insist 

upon a full and final settlement of all the matters which have so long produced section agitation 

and disquiet; and that whatever may be done ought to be not only adequate but permanent in its 

effect. 

 Resolved, That without pretending to dictate to other portions of our people the course 

which ought to be pursued, we are ready to concur in any action which a majority of the people 

of Va. may adopt. 

 

Citation: Resolutions adopted at a public meeting in Wytheville on December 10, 1860, printed 

in the Lynchburg Daily Virginian, December 17, 1860. 

 


